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BBEAEHUE
INTRODUCTION ..

In this lesson you will find out how to do
the following:

to read in Russian

to ask two questions What is this? — YTo 370?
and Who is this? — Kto 310? and answer
them using the construction This is/These
are — JT0...

You will learn the following vocabulary

and grammar points:

the Russian alphabet

word stress

some international words

the absence of articles a/the

the genders of Russian nouns (Masculine,
Feminine, Neuter)

the Nominative Case of Russian nouns
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~When in Rome do as the Romans do.

B Uy>XOii CTPaHE XUTb — Yy)KO 06bIual NO6UTDL:

I. Do you know much about the Russian language? Are these
statements true or false?

1. Russian is the most widely spoken language of D
Eurasia. About 250 million people speak Russian.

2. Russian belongs to the Germanic group of languages, D
as do English and German.

X \/ 3. There are numerous dialects of the Russian language. B
Thus people living in one part of Russia can have
problems in understanding their compatriots.

4. The Russian language, like English, has a Latin O
alphabet.

5. The English alphabet has fewer letters than the D
Russian alphabet.

II. Read the text and compare your answers with the information
given in it.

Russian is the most geographically widespread language of Eurasia. About
250 million people around the world speak Russian, including 180 million
people in the territory of the former USSR. Russian belongs to the family of
Indo-European languages, the Slavic group, East Slavic branch. Its closest
relatives are two East Slavic languages: Ukrainian and Belorussian. Other
relatives include Serbo-Croatian, Macedonian and Bulgarian from the South
Slavic branch, and Polish, Czech and Slovak from the West Slavic branch. In
the vast territory of Russia you will see almost no dialectal divisions, almost
all people speak the literary language. Only the older generation may still use
local dialects, which vary little from place to place.

The Russian alphabet, which is called Cyrillic, is based on the Greek alphabet.
24 out of 33 letters in Russian came from the Greek alphabet. The rest of the
letters were especially created to show specific Slavonic sounds. The Russian
alphabet may appear strange at first, but you will quickly get used to it. A
number of the letters are similar in Russian and English (A, O and T). Other
letters, although they may look the same, are pronounced quite differently (the
Russian B is pronounced as the English V). Some letters are specific to Russian
but represent sounds which are familiar to English speakers (the Russian Il
is equivalent to the English P sound). Then there are some letters which are
peculiar to the Cyrillic script and have no English equivalents (bl, b,b).
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III. Meet the Russian Alphabet! (Track 1).

1. Letters which are similar in Russian and English.
Aa j{a, ain car
&} Oo Qo o in folk

33 \)? 2 z in zoo
Kk /Lﬁ;a k in kitten
MM ﬂuw m in map
Cc 50 c in city

L S m, tin tip
@é : TaM, caM, TakK, Mama

33, 3aM, MaK, TaKT
KOT, KTO, MOCT, COK
TOM, TOT, TOCT

This QR Code 2 Letters which look the same, but sound different.
will take you

directly to
the audio ;
recording. Ee 5 e ye in yet
Please, use i
your mobile Yy y % 00 in boot
phone to scan . .
the code. BB BE v in vine
HH y n in not
o rin roll
Pp VA 7 (roll your tongue while
pronouncing this letter)
X x T ch in loch
Ba3a, BOT, BEK, BEC, BEpX Xa, XaH, Xop, XHa
Ha, HY, HOC, Hac, HacT YC, YM, Ypa, yxa

pOT, POCT, pPOB, pPaK

3. Letters which look different but have sounds similar to English
sounds.

Eé £ é yo in yonder
Un Z{ﬂ/ ee in see
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93 39 e in met
O 10 /0;0 uin use
Aa j& ya in yard
b6 hd b in bit

rr f/_@ gingo

an .220 din do

nn jca,g | in lamp
nn /(Zﬂ p in pet

o Po f in face

/

6ap, 6an, 6ak, 6ok, 6okc, 6opT, 6onT
ron, rHoM, r’MMH
[a, [iBa, I0M, 0K, 1HO
nak, nock, NoMm, nec, NéH, nuc, NudT, MoK, NPT
nopT, CNopT, NMOCT, CNpT
dopT, dnot, banpT
Cap, M3p, 3pa

4. Letters which are peculiar to the Cyrillic script and have no English
equivalents.

bl o iinill
X x %9;0 g in genre, s in pleasure
W i " y in boy
(T Z4 U, ts in cats
Yy 7{¢ ch in chip
LU w W w sh in shut
L wy %M sh in sheer
- ) a sign which makes the
b preceding consonant hard
b ’y a sign which makes the
preceding consonant soft
Xap, XaHp, Xup bpat — 6paTb Aan — panb
Yyac, Yal, Yyek, YMH MaT — MaTb ap —apb
LIAHC, Wax, Wap, LOK, OB Men — Mefb ecT — eCTb
WM, LIyKa, Weka KOH — KOHb MUt — NuTb %
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As you see, the Russian alphabet is not as difficult as it may seem at first.
When you have learnt the alphabet, you will be able to read Russian!

Hand- English Hand- English
written Example written Example

ain car /éﬂ, p in pet
> rin roll (roll your
b6 /5(_0/- b in bit Pp z & tongue while pro-
nouncing this letter)
BB ﬂg v in vine Cc 60 c in city
rr j_@ gingo TT %m tin tip
On ﬂ? din do Yy 3{/ 00 in boot
(/4 (/4
Ee 5@ ye in yet 0N} f@ fin face
Eé 56 yo in yonder X x xa; ch in loch
g in genre i
Hx %om s in pleasure Uu Z;W ts in cats
33 j 2 zin zoo Yy 7{,«0 ch in chip
Un Z/u, ee in see LW w Z[/W, sh in shut
N i / " y in boy L} wy Z@W sh in sheer
a sign which makes
K k /{ % k in kitten b b preceding consonant
hard
nn ‘4‘/(/ | in lamp bl o iinill
a sign which makes
MM ﬂw(/ m in map b (g the preceding
onsonant soft
Hu | K4 n in not ) s e in met
010 /ﬁm uin use
Oo 00« o in folk
Aa ﬂ& ya in yard

10
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il O

IV. Match the Russian and English words.

1. 6aHaH a) zebra

2. pokTop 6) president

3. CMOpTCMéH B) guide

4. 6U3HEeCMéH r) doctor

5. Bas3a n) banana

6. po3a e) vodka

7. 3é6pa ) businessman
8. My3blka X) vase

9. kadé 3) journalist
10. koMnblOTEP n) cafe

11.npe3naéHT

) music
12. napk g\ <) football
13.6aHkK n) lamp

14.B6aKa M) secretary
15.rma H) tourist

16. yT60N 0) park

17. XypHanuct n) rose

18.namna p) computer
19. cekpeTapb C) sportsman
20.TypucT T) bank

V. Pair work. Ask and answer questions. o 370 b6aHaH.

11
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Grammar rules even the kings.
I'paMMaTuka noBeneBaer Aaxe LUapsiMu. . ..

Russian nouns belong to one of three genders — masculine (he, it —
oH), feminine (she, it — oHa) or neuter (it — oHO). Look at the table
below and work out why these nouns are masculine, feminine or
neuter.

NBaH

. Mapwis .
NpesvaeHT . BMHO
, Ba3a .
KOMMbOTEP p Kacde
po3a
XOT-gor

VI. Read these international words and divide them into genders —
OH, OHA, OHO

®OTO, dhnar, kamepa, 6u3Hec, MeTpd, pakéTta, pOBOT, TUrP, PECTOPaH,
Kocde, 6ap, wWamnaHckoe, MHTepHET, cropT, 60Mb6a, Onepa, NpUHTED,
canat, BW3a, NacrnopT, nodMa, TenedOH, >XypHAan, Ka3uHO, Bonenéon,
XOKKEW, TENEBN30p, paano, aspondpT, TEHHUC

12
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VII. a. Listen to the alphabet song! Try to recognise and write
down as many international words as possible (Track 2).

b. Read the song lyrics and find more words you know but
haven’t recognised.

A
A
3

aBnT A M3yyalo, CyLao U MOHMUMAIO.
A, B, B — aBTO6YC, 613HEC, BOAKA.

A, E — ronbd, avanor, Eepdna.

, XK, 3 — éx, XXypHanucT un 3é6pa.

N, 1, K — N3pauns, 1ora, kpéno.

nu

M AncaBuT 9 U3yyato, cnyLwato 1 NOBTOPSILO.
J1, M, H — namna, MATUHT, HOC.
I-I T 0, N, P — 6duc, npnHTep, pd3a.
C, T, Y — cyn, TOCT, YHUBEPCUTET.
y x u ®, X, L} — dakc, XOKKE, LLeMEHT.

L

AndaBunT 9 13yyalo, CnyLato, 3aNoMUHaI0.
Y, LWL, WL} — yek, WwWokonaa v Www.

b, bl,b — cnos He nww.

3, KO, A1 — 5k3aMeH, tomMop, SiK.

Pycckuin ancasut oT A go A.

b
40
A

13
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VIII. Tick what you have learned and know how to do.

to read in Russian

to ask the questions What is it? — Yto 510? and Who is it? — K10 370?
and answer them using the construction This is/These are — 370...

>< \/ ¢ the Russian alphabet
e word stress
e some international words
e the absence of articles a/the
¢ the genders of Russian nouns (Masculine, Feminine, Neuter)
¢ the Nominative Case of Russian nouns

14
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CJIOBAPUK
VOCABULARY

OH
OoHa

OHO
andasuT
asponopTt
aBTO6YyC
6aHaH
6aHk

6ap
613Hec
6U3HecCMéH
60mb6a
Basa

BM3a
BOAKa
BONIEM6ON
rma
ronbco
avanor
AOKTOp
EBpona
YKYPHaINCT
KypHan
3é6pa
NHTepHéT
N3paunnb
ora
Kamepa
Ka3nHO
kaceé
~KoMnbroTEp
kode
namna
MeTpo
MWUTUHI
My3blKa
HOC

onepa

he

she

it
alphabet
airport
bus
banana
bank
bar
business
businessman
bomb
vase
visa
vodka
volleyball
guide
golf
dialogue
doctor
Europe
journalist
journal
zebra
Internet
Israel
yoga
video camera
casino
café
computer
coffee
lamp
metro
meeting
music
nose
opera

ocuc
napk
nacnopt
no3ma
npesnaéHT
npuHTEp
paavo
pakérTa
pecTopaH
po3a
po6oTt
canar
cekpeTapb
cnopt
CNOPTCMEH
cyn
TenedoH
Tenesnsop
TEHHUC
™IP

TOCT
TypucT
YHUBEpPCUTET
chakc
¢dhnar
¢oTo
dyT606Nn
XOKKEM
LLeMEHT
yek
LIaMNAaHCKoe
wokonapa
3K3aMeH
roMop

YTo 3710?
Kro 3710?
JT10...

office
park
passport
poem
president
printer
radio
rocket
restaurant
rose
robot
salad
secretary
sport
sportsman
soup
telephone
TV-set
tennis
tiger
toast
tourist
university
fax

flag
photo
football
ice hockey
cement
check
champagne
chocolate
exam
humour
What is it?
Who is it?

This is/these are ...

VA //&

15
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A
@ .

¢
\
-

3HAKOMCTBO

In this lesson you will find out how to do the following:
e to greet people and introduce yourself
e to ask basic questions to get to know someone

You will learn the following vocabulary and grammar points:
the names of jobs

the names of countries

the absence of the verb «to be» in the Present Tense

the Genitive Case of Russian nouns

I. What do you know about Russian social etiquette rules? Are these
statements true or false?

16
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1. Every full Russian name consists of three parts: a O
surname, first name and a name derived from the
name of the person’s father.

2. Only relatives and friends can address a person by
his or her first name and patronymic (father’s name).

3. In Russian there are two versions of the personal
pronoun «you» — the polite or plural «you» and the
informal «you».

4. Russian people have a tradition of kissing new
acquaintances after they have introduced themselves.

5. According to the unwritten rules of social behaviour,
the Russians always smile when they first meet a
person.

O 0o 400

I1I. Read the text and compare your answers with the information
given in it.
FIRST MEETING

«Hello! My name is ...» — You have just introduced yourself to a Russian
person for the first time. What is going to follow this simple introduction?
There is no doubt your acquaintance will tell you his or her name.

Full Russian names consist of three components: a surname, a first name
and a patronymic name which is derived from the person’s father’s name (e.g.
Petrov Ivan Vladimirovich — this person’s father’s name is Vladimir). Russian
surnames, unlike English surnames, change according to gender and number.
Thus if the man you have just got to know has a surname Petrov, his wife's
surname will be Petrova and the whole family can be called the Petrovi family.
The majority of Russian first names have both full and short forms (e.g. Ivan
— Vanya) and lots of diminutive variants (e.g. Vanechka, Vanyusha). These
diminutive forms are informal ways of addressing someone and are normally
used by relatives and friends. If you speak to someone you don’t know well
or somebody who is older than you are, you should use the person’s full name
and patronymic (e.g. Ivan Vladimirovich). You also should address a person
by his or her full name and patronymic in any official situations and in order
to demonstrate your respect towards him or her.

Another linguistic manifestation of demonstrating respect in the Russian
language is the existence of two ways of addressing a person i.e two different
versions of the personal pronoun «you». In Russian there is a polite or plural
«you» — «vi» and an informal «you» — «ti». You should address doctors,
teachers, sales-assistants and people you don’t know or know a little bit as
«vi» while you can call your relatives and friends «ti».

When you and your new acquaintance have introduced yourselves you
are very likely to shake hands especially in formal situations. However, in the
business environment men who already know each other tend to shake hands

AV

=

17
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as a way to say hello. When relatives and friends meet they can hug, pat on
the back or kiss each other.

At the first meeting with a Russian person you may notice there is no polite
smile on his or her face. Rather there is likely to be a serious facial expression,
but don't let this fact surprise or offend you. Russian people only smile to
show emotion. They smile when they are really happy or when they want
to express gratitude or show their trust. In the Russian culture smiling has
nothing to do with social etiquette!

III. Read the Russian words paying special attention to their
pronunciation (Track 3).

Every letter «E» which is not stressed should

ll* be pronounced as «WN»
MeTpo — [MUTPO]

onepa — [6nUpa]

MeBéL, MHXEHEP, CEeKpeTapb, YunTenb, HGanepuHa, Npe3naéHT, FepmaHus,
BepnnH, Benukobputanus, Metepbypr.

IV. Look at the pictures and write down the appropriate greetings.

— lNpusém!
— Npusem!

18
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— Kak Bac/1e6s 30ByT?

— MeHs 30BYT UpKHa.

V. Do you know any Russian names? Write down the names you
know in Russian.

VI. Read the Russian names and divide them into male and female
names.

Wnabst, Hatanbsa, WUBaH, Cepréi, UpvHa, MapvHa, Bnagnmup, Métp, MakcnMm,
Hapéxna, CeetnaHa, Enéna.

VIII. Listen to the song again and fill in the gaps.

30paBCTBYIWTE, 30PABCTBYNTE,

(1) 30BYT UnbA.
3/paBCTBYITE, 3APABCTBYUTE,
Kak Bac (2) , Apy3bA?

19
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MeHs1 30ByT CBETNAHA.
MeHs1 30ByT (3)

MeHs1 30BYT Bnagnmup.
W MeH$ 30BYT MapviHa.

30paBCTBYNTE, 30PABCTBYITE,

Tenépb Mbl BCe Apy3ba:

CseTnaHa v Bnagnmup,
MapuHa, Wpa, (4)

— K710 Bbl/Tbl N0 npocéccun?

— 51 noKTOp.

IX. Match the words to the pictures.

neBéL/NeBnLa, MHXXEHEP, CMOPTCMEH, CTYAEHT, CEKPETApPb, AOKTOP,
MY3bIK3HT, YUNTENb, YYEHBIW, CONAAT, NOBap, XXypPHaIUCT

20
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X. a. Listen to the poem. What is Irina’s job? (Track 5)
b. Read the poem and underline all the professions.

KTo no npochéccumn UpnHa?
Yuntens? [6kTOp? BanepnHa?
MeBvua? Mosap? AKpobaT?

A, MOXeT 6bITb, OHa conaaTt?

MpviHa — AOKTOP U CTYAEHTKa,
OHa v ndBap, 1 COPTCMEHKa,
M XXypHanNucT, u ANpeKTpuca. )
WNpyHa — pycckas akTpuca! NprHa
[opbauésa //

— OTKYAa Bbl/TbI? %’

— 1 u3 Mpnaugum.

XI. What country is it? Match the words to the pictures.

1 - Wcnauus 3 4
= e ‘ ' —
BenmkobpuTaHmsa __

AMépuka
Typums A

() = SU0)
Utanua A
OpaHumsa

9
‘ 10. FepMaHus 1];\‘"4
AnoHus - -
Poccns 10N

XII. Find the capitals of these countries.

1. Wcnaunusa a. MockBa

2. MNonbLua 6. Maapva

3. BenukobpuTtaHus B. BepnnH

4. Amépuka (CLLUA) r. AHKapa

5. Typuus A. JIOHAoH

6. Utanusa e. Pum @(
7. Wpnauams é. BapwaBa
8. ®paHuus /\m\/ X. BalMHITOH
9. MepManus 3. Napmx

10. AnoHus n. TOkMo

11. Poccus n. y6nuH

21
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XIII. Where are they from?

Mattta, Xocé, MaTéyLu, Bunbam, Myxamén, Knayc, Bup>xnnHus, riiom, Kapmeén,
Pukkapao, Xvkunpy.

Mpumép: Mawa m3 Poccnn. (Poccns - Poccnn)

XIV. Who is it? Where is he/she from?

Mpumép: — Kro 3710?
— 3710 AHTOHMO BaHAaépac. et
— OTKYyAa oH?
— OH 13 Ucnanmn. (Ucnanms - Ucndauun)

XV. Match a country and its currency.

Benukobputanusa, Ucnauus, Andnusa, Fepmanns, Poccnsa, AMépuka, Utanus,
Typums.

b @€ 0+ ©

nONNAP PYBJ1b EBPO NEHA OYHT INPA

22
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The greatest luxury in the
world is the luxury of human communication.

CaMas 605bLuaa pOCKOLIb HA CBéTe —
pPOCKOLUb 4€e/10BEYECKOro 061w énns.

XVI. a. Listen to the dialogue between two international students
and find out what their names and jobs are and where they are from.
(Track 6)

NMPO®ECCHUA
CTPAHA

XVII. Pairwork. Twin dialogues.* W
A: 3apaectByiiTe! MeHsi 30ByT ToM. A: Hello! My name is Tom.
A kak Bac 30ByT? What is your name?

MeHs 30BYyT KapMéH.

: Nice to meet you.

OueHb npusaTHO.

: Carmen, what is your job?
Sl ctynéHTka. A Bbi?

: I am a student, too.

ToM, oTkyaa Bbi?

: I am from America. And you?
1 u3 Ucnanumm.

: Good bye, Carmen.

: [lo cBuaaHms, Tom.

: My name is Carmen.

: QueHb NpuUSATHO.

: Nice to meet you.

: KapMéH, a k1o Bbl no npodéccmmn?
: I am a student. What about you?
: 91 TOxe CTYnéHT.

: Tom, where are you from?

: 91 3 AMépuku. A Bbi?

: I am from Spain.

: [lo cBUAaHUS, KapMéH.

: Good bye, Tom.

U>0 >0 >0 >0 >0
SO>SO U>O>O
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YPA! YPOKW PYCCKOI'O AHII/1OMOBOPALLINM

AV

XVIII. You are going to an international conference in Russia.

a. You must first fill in the registration form.

AHKETA YYACTHUKA

OAMUINA
NMPO®ECCUSA
CTPAHA

b. You have arrived at the conference. Get to know other people
there by asking questions.

Kak Bac 30ByT?
KTo Bbl no npodéccmmn?

OTkyAaa BbI?

XIX. Tick what you have learned and know how to do.

e to greet people and introduce yourself

e to ask basic questions to get to know a person

e the names of jobs

¢ the names of countries

o the absence of the verb «to be» in the Present Tense
¢ the Genitive Case of Russian nouns

000000

* Twin dialogues work. Step 1: One student covers over the right hand dialogue column, the other covers
over the left hand column. Students read the dialogue in Russian so that when one student reads his/her lines,
another one can see the English translation. When the students are confident enough in reading their lines they
can reverse roles. Step 2: One student covers over the right hand dialogue column, the other covers over the
left hand column. The first to start speaking is the student whose first dialogue line is in English. He/she reads
the English words and says them in Russian. The other student can see if his/her partner is right and can correct
him/her. When the students are confident enough of their lines they can reverse roles.
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RUSSIAN FOR SPEAKERS OF ENGLISH

CJIOBAPUK
VOCABULARY

3apascrByiiTe! MpueéT!
Kak Bac/Te6s 30ByT?
MeHs 30BYT....
OueHb NPUATHO!
nMs

damnnus

a

Thbl

Bbl

Kt0 Bbl/Tbl no npodéccun?
npodéccusn
neséu/nesmya
MH)XXeHEép
CNOPTCMEH
CTYAEéHT/CcTyAéHTKa
ceKpeTapb
AOKTOp
MY3bIKAHT
yunTenb

YUYEHbIN

conpar

noéBap
YKYPHaJIUCT
6anepmHa
akpo6ar
aKTép/akTpmca
OTkypna Bbi/TbI?
CTpaHa

Wcnanums
Monblia
Bennko6putaHus
Amépuka

CLLA

Typums

Utanusa
®paHuusa
FepMaHus
AnOHusA

Poccusa
Wpnanpus

Oo cBupaHus!

Hello! Hi!

What is your name?
My name is...
Nice to meet you!
name

surname

I

you (informal)
you (formal/plural)
What's your job?
profession
singer (m./f.)
engineer
sportsman
student (m./f.)
secretary
doctor

musician
teacher
scientist

soldier
cook/chef
journalist
ballerina
acrobat
actor/actress
Where are you from?
country

Spain

Poland

Great Britain
America

The USA

Turkey

Italy

France
Germany

Japan

Russia

Ireland

Good bye!

VA //77
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